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Advanced Vehicle Diagnostics at Automotive 
Alignments and Calibrations

How Does ASE Certification Boost Diagnostic Accuracy in North Hampton?

2026-10-29

NORTH HAMPTON, N.H., October 29, 2026 - Automotive Alignments and Calibrations is highlighting its 
current use of OEM scan tools, Bosch diagnostic equipment, and ASE-certified technician expertise as 
part of its diagnostic services for modern vehicles. The update focuses on how electronic testing and 
technician training are used together before repair recommendations are made for drivers seeking a car 
mechanic near North Hampton, NH.

Modern vehicles rely on onboard computers, sensors, and electronic control systems to monitor many 
vehicle functions. The shop uses diagnostic information along with hands-on inspection to identify the 
vehicle system reporting a problem and investigate its possible cause.

ASE Certification Supports a Structured Diagnostic Process

An ASE-certified auto mechanic in North Hampton, NH, must meet testing and work experience 
requirements established by the National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence. ASE certification 
covers specific areas of automotive service, and technicians must retest every five years to maintain their 
credentials.

The testing standards cover diagnostic knowledge as well as repair procedures. ASE's World Class 
Technician program represents an advanced level of testing within the organization. Fewer than 50 
technicians nationwide earn World Class Technician status each year, according to ASE's official World 
Class Technician information.

For drivers selecting a mechanical repair shop, technician credentials can be one factor to consider when 
arranging diagnostic service. Certification provides a defined testing standard for technicians working on 
specific automotive systems.

“A diagnostic code gives us a direction to investigate, but it does not tell us by itself which part has failed. 
We test the system and explain what we find before recommending a repair,” said Derek Lighthall, Owner 
of Automotive Alignments and Calibrations.

What Technicians Evaluate

Modern vehicles can contain electronic control modules, sensors, and computer-managed systems. A 
dashboard warning light can identify a system where a fault was recorded without identifying the exact 



component causing the problem.

Technicians can use stored information as a starting point and then perform additional checks. 
Comparing scan results with those tests helps narrow down the source of a vehicle problem before 
components are replaced.

Diagnostic Equipment Helps  Local Mechanic Shops Identify Vehicle Faults

Reputable local mechanic shops use OEM scan tools to access fault information stored in a vehicle’s 
onboard diagnostic system. They also use specialized diagnostic equipment to test electrical circuits, 
sensors, components, and live system data.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency states that model year 1996 and newer light-duty vehicles are 
required to have onboard diagnostic systems. The U.S. EPA's official OBD information explains that 
onboard diagnostics are built into model year 1996 and newer light-duty cars and trucks. These systems 
provide technicians with information related to certain vehicle faults and emissions-related components.

How the Tools Are Used

During a diagnostic appointment, technicians may use:

OEM scan tools to retrieve stored fault codes and vehicle data

Diagnostic equipment to examine electrical systems and live data

Hands-on testing to evaluate the component or system connected to the reported fault

This combination allows the shops to examine stored vehicle information alongside physical and live-
system test results.

What Should Drivers Look for in a North Hampton Mechanic?

For drivers searching for a car mechanic near North Hampton, NH, technician credentials and available 
diagnostic equipment can provide useful information when comparing automotive service providers.

ASE certification indicates that an auto mechanic has passed the applicable certification tests and 
fulfilled the required work experience or training requirements. Drivers can also ask whether a shop has 
diagnostic equipment capable of communicating with their vehicle’s onboard systems.



For a mechanical repair shop, diagnostic testing can be part of determining what repair work a vehicle 
needs. The process may involve reviewing fault information, inspecting related components, and carrying 
out additional tests before a repair recommendation is made.

About Automotive Alignments and Calibrations

Automotive Alignments and Calibrations is a family-owned and operated auto repair business at 203 
Lafayette Road in North Hampton, New Hampshire. The company specializes in automotive alignments, 
mechanical repairs, and calibration services, with additional services including brakes, tires, suspension, 
diagnostics, and state inspections. The business is a sister company of Committed Collision and serves 
the Seacoast area.
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