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Mango Automotive Highlights How Technicians 
Pinpoint Car A/C Problems

How Do Mechanics Find Small Refrigerant Leaks in Car A/C Systems?

2026-11-01

LAS CRUCES, N.M., November 1, 2026 - A compressor that will not engage may look like an electrical 
failure, but low refrigerant pressure can trigger the same result. Mango Automotive &amp; Diesel is 
highlighting diagnostic overlap for Las Cruces drivers as summer temperatures increase demand for car 
A/C repair. The shop reports that weak cooling, intermittent operation, and complete loss of cold air 
cannot reliably identify whether the fault involves refrigerant, electrical controls, or another A/C 
component.

The distinction can affect what happens next in the repair process. Small refrigerant leaks may require 
UV dye, electronic leak detection, or pressure testing to locate, while electrical faults can lead technicians 
toward fuses, relays, switches, wiring, and climate controls. In some vehicles, the two sides intersect: low 
refrigerant pressure can cause the system to prevent compressor operation, creating a symptom that 
appears electrical even when refrigerant loss contributed to the shutdown.

Small Refrigerant Leaks Can Develop Gradually

Small refrigerant leaks are not always obvious to drivers. Cooling may weaken over time, the cabin may 
take longer to cool, or vent temperatures may gradually rise. Those changes can occur before an A/C 
system loses cooling altogether. They can also resemble problems caused by a failed pressure switch, 
cooling fan, blend door, or other component.

Leak Detection Goes Beyond a Refrigerant Recharge

Technicians performing auto air conditioning repair in Las Cruces, NM, use several diagnostic methods 
when refrigerant loss is suspected.

UV dye can circulate through the system and become visible under ultraviolet light where refrigerant 
escapes. Electronic leak detectors can identify refrigerant vapor around connections and components, 
including areas that are difficult to inspect directly. Pressure testing can also help determine whether a 
closed system is losing pressure.

Common leak locations include O-rings, hose connections, service valves, condenser and evaporator 
components, and compressor seals. Pinpointing the source matters because replacing lost refrigerant 
does not repair the opening that allowed it to escape.

Electrical Faults Can Resemble Refrigerant Problems

Electrical problems often produce symptoms drivers associate with a failed A/C system. A blower may 
stop operating, the compressor may fail to engage, or cooling may work intermittently.

Fuses, relays, pressure switches, sensors, wiring, and climate-control electronics can all affect A/C 



operation. Yet an apparently electrical symptom can still originate on the refrigerant side of the system.

Refrigerant Pressure Can Affect Compressor Operation

Many vehicle A/C systems monitor refrigerant pressure and can prevent compressor operation when 
pressure moves outside the expected range. That behavior can make a refrigerant problem appear to be 
an electrical failure.

A car A/C service may therefore involve both pressure measurements and electrical checks. A 
compressor that does not engage, for example, does not by itself identify whether the cause is a relay, 
switch, wiring issue, low refrigerant condition, or another system fault.

The overlap is one reason diagnosis can involve several tests before a repair is recommended.

Diagnostic Testing Narrows Down the Cause

Mango Automotive &amp; Diesel's Las Cruces service information describes A/C diagnosis that can 
include refrigerant-level checks, high- and low-side pressure readings, leak detection, compressor-clutch 
testing, cooling-fan inspection, climate-control fault-code scanning, and blend-door checks.

The findings from those tests can separate problems that feel nearly identical from the driver's seat.

Warm Air Does Not Point to a Single Repair

Weak cooling may be related to refrigerant loss, but electrical, mechanical, and airflow problems can 
create similar conditions. A driver looking for an A/C mechanic in Las Cruces may therefore encounter a 
diagnostic process that examines several parts of the system rather than beginning with component 
replacement.

This distinction also matters when refrigerant has already been added to a vehicle. If cooling weakens 
again, technicians can investigate whether refrigerant is escaping and where the loss is occurring instead 
of treating another recharge as the repair itself.

Early Changes Can Provide Useful Diagnostic Clues

Drivers do not necessarily have to wait for complete A/C failure before having the system examined. 
Gradually warmer vent temperatures, longer cabin cooldown times, frequent compressor cycling, 
intermittent operation, or a blower that stops working can provide clues about where a fault may be 
developing.

Las Cruces Drivers Face Months of Heavy A/C Use

Vehicle air conditioning plays an important role during the warmer months in southern New Mexico. 
Noticing these changes early and telling the technician when and how they occur can provide useful 
clues during a car A/C inspection in Las Cruces.

About Mango Automotive &amp; Diesel

Mango Automotive &amp; Diesel is an automotive repair shop serving drivers in Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
The shop provides vehicle diagnostics, A/C service and repair, brake and suspension work, alignments, 
maintenance, and other automotive repair services.
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