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Empire State Commercial Roofing Highlights Roof 
Coating Timing Ahead of Winter

How Often Should a Commercial Flat Roof Be Recoated in Rochester?

2026-10-27

ROCHESTER, N.Y., October 27, 2026 - Empire State Commercial Roofing has issued a commercial roof 
maintenance advisory for Rochester-area building owners, highlighting how surface condition, drainage, 
weather exposure, and previous maintenance can help determine when a commercial roof coating should 
be evaluated for renewal.

The advisory comes as commercial property owners in Rochester and Central New York prepare their 
buildings for colder weather. Rather than relying on roof age alone, Empire State Commercial Roofing is 
encouraging owners and facility managers to examine the condition of existing coatings and address 
deterioration before another winter season adds snow, ice, and freeze-thaw exposure.

Roof Condition Takes Priority Over a Fixed Recoating Date

A coated commercial flat roof may need recoating within a broad five-to-15-year planning range, but the 
company cautions that the range should not be treated as an automatic deadline.

Coating material, applied thickness, drainage, rooftop foot traffic, maintenance history, and weather 
exposure can all affect how quickly a surface wears. Two roofs coated during the same year may 
therefore reach different stages of deterioration.

Surface Changes Can Signal the Need for Evaluation

Property owners evaluating flat roof coating in Rochester should pay particular attention to changes in the 
existing surface.

Fading or light chalking can indicate weathering, while small cracks, worn areas, or exposed substrate 
can signal that the protective layer has deteriorated further. Peeling and blistering may point to adhesion 
or moisture conditions that need investigation before another coating is applied.

Empire State Commercial Roofing also advises building owners to review available installation records 
and manufacturer warranty information when assessing the timing of future work.

“The calendar can give a building owner a starting point, but the condition of the roof tells us much more 
about what should happen next,” said Little Man, owner of Empire State Commercial Roofing. “A roof that 
is still firmly bonded and performing as intended may not need the same work as another roof of the 
same age that has drainage issues, worn coating or moisture below the surface.”

Seasonal Inspections Can Identify Developing Problems

Regular inspections can help commercial property owners document changes before localized wear 
becomes more extensive. Particular attention may be warranted after severe weather and during 
seasonal transitions. Spring inspections can identify damage that developed during winter, while fall 
evaluations give building owners an opportunity to identify vulnerable areas before colder conditions 
return.



Drainage and High-Wear Areas Deserve Attention

Inspection points can include drains, gutters, and scuppers; seams and flashing; rooftop equipment and 
penetrations; service paths with frequent foot traffic; and areas showing cracking, blistering, peeling, or 
standing water.

Ponding water deserves separate attention. Applying another coating does not correct blocked drainage, 
inadequate slope, or saturated insulation. Those conditions should be investigated before a restoration 
project proceeds.

The same principle applies when building owners are comparing commercial roof coatings in Rochester, 
NY. Product selection is only one part of the decision. The existing roof assembly should also be 
evaluated for stability, moisture, and compatibility with the proposed material.

Advisory Targets Fall Planning for Rochester Properties

The advisory gives commercial property owners a practical framework for discussing maintenance 
decisions as Rochester moves into the colder part of the year. Factors such as coating wear, drainage 
performance, moisture, and substrate condition can provide more useful information than roof age by 
itself when determining whether maintenance, restoration, or more extensive work should be considered.

Empire State Commercial Roofing serves commercial, industrial, office, and warehouse properties across 
Central New York and does not provide residential roofing services.

About Empire State Commercial Roofing

Empire State Commercial Roofing, based in Ovid, New York, specializes in roofing systems for 
commercial properties. Its services include membrane roof coating, metal roof restoration, spray foam 
roofing, and other systems designed for commercial, industrial, office, and warehouse buildings. The 
company works with property owners and facility managers on roof inspections, restoration projects, 
maintenance needs, and roofing system evaluations across Central New York.
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